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Background
Section 303 of the Clean Water Act and 40 CFR 131 give states responsibility for setting, reviewing and
revising beneficial uses and water quality standards. State of Nevada authorities are contained in Nevada
Revised Statutes 445A.425, 520 and 565 and water quality standards for waters of Nevada are found in the
Nevada Administrative Code (NAC) 445A.118 through 445A.225 (New NAC numbers 445A.118 through 2234).
Water quality standards are set for a waterbody segment at a level designed to protect and ensure a
continuation of the designated beneficial use(s) set for the waterbody. Standards are based on criteria, such
as, physical, chemical and biological characteristics, to protect the designated beneficial use(s). Workshops
are held to obtain comments on proposed beneficial uses and/or water quality standards from federal, state
and local agencies and the general public. Proposed standards are presented at a public hearing to the
Nevada State Environmental Commission (SEC) for review and adoption. Standards adopted by the SEC are
then subject to approval by the USEPA before incorporating into the NAC.

Summary of Changes to Water Quality Standards

NDEP is proposing to make administrative changes to subsection 2 in NAC 445A.143 (NAC 445A.1233) to
replace “2005” with “most current” in reference to the Review - Water Quality Standards for Salinity, Colorado
River System (review). The “review” is updated and adopted by the Colorado River Basin Salinity Control
Forum (forum) every three years, as required under Section 303 of the Clean Water Act. Changing the
reference to “most current” will negate the need to revise NAC 445A.143 each time a new “review” is adopted
by the “forum.” No changes to the salinity criteria are proposed. Additionally, NDEP is proposing to
replace the phrase “as presented by” with “as adopted by” to be consistent with the Colorado River Basin
Salinity Control Forum’s protocol.
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