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State Environmental Commission Carolyn Edwards, Member
901 South Stewart Street, Suite 4001 Chris Garvey, Member

Carson City, NV 89701 Dwight D. Jones, Superintendent

To Whom it May Concern:

The Clark County School District (CCSD) is requesting a two-year variance from NAC 486A. 160 and
486A. 180 due to financial hardship. Currently the CCSD imports the Reformulated Gasoline from either
Arizona or California dependent upon the time of year. This request for variance if granted will only affect the
CCSD support fleet and not the School Bus fleet, which remains powered by Biodiesel fuel. The gasoline-
powered vehicles are, but 36% (976 of 2,706 vehicles) of the entire CCSD on road fleet.

The CCSD, as noted in various local and national news outlets is presently experiencing financial
difficulties of an unprecedented level. As of this writing, the CCSD is preparing to deal with a budget shortfall
of 40 million dollars. The granting of the variance on 486A.180 will free up an estimated $107,000 per year.
The break down on this is $58,000 in freight charges from the two out of state locations and over $49,000 in the
per gallon price difference between the rack price in Barstow, CA and Phoenix, AZ and the local rack price in
Las Vegas. (See attached documentation) While in comparison to the overall CCSD budget shortfall this
appears to be a relatively small amount, every dollar saved at the fuel pump is a dollar that can go into the
classroom. As this is the primary duty of the CCSD, we must make every effort to do so. In the event that the
CCSD does not receive the variance, we will continue to operate as before and make the best of a difficult
situation.

We believe that it is in the best interest of the CCSD if the variance is for both 486A.160 and 180 are in
place concurrently. Therefore, the CCSD is requesting a variance from 486A. 160 regarding the purchasing of
vehicles in an effort to alleviate any future concerns that vehicles purchased during this period will cause any
problems or issues for the CCSD relating to alternative fuel use.

We were unsuccessful in gaining written approval of the Clark County Department of Air Quality
Management for this variance request. During a telephone conversation with the CCDAQM, it became apparent
that, they felt that receiving the variance would have no impact locally. Their reasoning was that the fuel used
from Arizona and California, is similar to the 10% ethanol fuel currently available to the public in Clark County
and therefore should have little impact on the State Implementation Plan control strategy.

Should the financial fortunes of the CCSD improve significantly, it is the intent of the CCSD to drop the
variance and once again follow the statutes of NAC 486A. 160 and 486A. 180. Please note that the CCSD is and
continues to be a leader in alternative fuel use in Nevada as demonstrated by our pioneering use of biodiesel in
School Buses. A recent example of the CCSD commitment to alternative fuels is our recent return to using B20
after years of B5 use. Financial considerations, forced the CCSD to move away from B20 to B5, but as the
prices of the two are presently comparable, we are once again using B20. If you have any questions or concerns
regarding this request, please contact me at 702-799-6890.

Sincerely,

Frank Giordano
Director Ill-Transportation

Main Office: 5100 WEST SAHARA AVENUE • LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 89146 • TELEPHONE (702) 799-5000
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