
4.  Golden Gate/S.E.T. Petroleum Partners of Nevada, Storey County 
Golden Gate/S.E.T. Petroleum Partners of Nevada (Golden Gate) operates a transmix facility in Storey 
County under Class 2 Air Quality Operating Permit #AP5171-2546.   

While reviewing the 2012 annual actual production and emissions data submitted by Golden Gate, the 
BAPC discovered that Golden Gate self-reported exceedances of annual VOC emissions and fuel 
(transmix product) throughput limits.  The affected unit is System 2A - Fuel Loading System.  On October 
9, 2013, Golden Gate confirmed the exceedances and expressed a desire to revise its Class 2 permit.  
The information provided by Golden Gate demonstrated that annual limits were exceeded for VOC and 
fuel throughput limits two times (a single annual limit exceeded for two different calendar years).  The 
exceedance of throughput directly correlates with the VOC emissions; the more fuel loaded, the more 
VOCs emitted. 

On March 26, 2014, a compliance meeting was held with Golden Gate to review the findings and to 
determine if there were extenuating facts.  No new or contradictory evidence was provided.  The BAPC 
reviewed the penalty matrix and provided the proposed penalty amount shown herein.  The company 
was cooperative and the BAPC discussed how the company could revise its permit limit through a permit 
revision.  Golden Gate submitted an application for permit revision to increase the fuel throughput 
levels.  NOAV #2484 was issued on April 3, 2014.  Golden Gate did not appeal the NOAV.   

Industrial Process 
Transportation mixture (transmix) is produced when refined petroleum products such as gasoline and 
diesel mix together. When combined, these products no longer meet approved specifications and 
cannot be used. A transmix processing unit distills transmix into various types and grades of gasoline and 
diesel to form saleable gasoline and diesel fuels.   

Pollutant Emissions 
Pollutant emissions at a transmix facility include emissions from natural gas combustion from the 
distillation process heater(s) and VOCs from the loading and unloading of the transmix fuel.  In this case, 
the pollutant emissions of concern are VOCs from the exceedance of permitted transmix throughput 
limits.  VOCs are a precursor to the formation of Ozone, which is a criteria pollutant. 

Environment 
For Golden Gate, VOC emissions are directly tied to the throughput of fuel.  As fuel is easily measured, 
and the release of VOCs is not, fuel throughput becomes a surrogate to demonstrate compliance with 
the permitted VOC limit.  Excess VOC emissions create additional ozone, which is a criteria pollutant that 
negatively impacts the health of the public and environment. 
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System 02a – Facility Fuel Loading Rack System 
PF 1.002a Light Liquid Loading Rack (Gasoline) 
PF 1.003a Heavy Liquid Loading Rack (Diesel) 

 
2.  Emission Limits   

a.  PF1.002a, will not discharge VOC to the atmosphere that will 
nexceed 1.61 tons per year. 

b.  PF1.003a, will not discharge VOC to the atmosphere that will 
exceed 0.11 ton per year. 
 

3.  Operating Parameters   
a. The maximum allowable throughput rate for PF1.002a will not 

exceed 11,037,600 gallons of gasoline per any 12-month rolling 
period. 

b. The maximum allowable throughput rate for PF1.003a will not 
exceed 7,358,400 gallons of diesel per any 12-month rolling 
period. System 2A - Facility Fuel Loading Rack System 

  












